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stamp out your smoking habit, over-the-counter nicotine
replacement therapy now provides easier access to proven
quit-smoking aids. Even if you’ve tried to quit before and
failed, don’t let it get you down. On average, smokers try
about four times before they quit for good. Start enjoying
the rest of your smoke-free life! Locally, there are a variety
of free support services, hotlines and smoking cessation
classes to help you kick the smoking habit. Once you’ve
made the resolution to stop, acted upon it and succeeded,
you'll feel great about what you have achieved.

7. Find a better job

A new year provides a sense of getting a free do-over, so you
can try again and get it right. Many people resolve to find bet-
ter jobs or to take a new approach to their current job.

It’s corny, but true -- most of us get reflective at this time of
year and if we are in jobs already, we begin thinking: Am | on
the right path? Do | like where my position and my company
are headed? Am | even in the right career?

So you’ve been hearing that voice again, the one that says
you’re not doing what you were born to do. That may be true,
but how do you figure out what you should be doing?

To begin answering this question, examine whether your cur-
rent career path matches your core interests, beliefs, values,
needs and skills. Resolve to ask and answer those essential
questions before making any new career changes.

8. Learn Something New

Have you vowed to make this year the year to learn some-
thing new? Perhaps you are considering a career change,
want to learn a new language, or just how to fix your com-
puter? Whether you take a course or read a book, you'll

find education to be one of the easiest, most motivating
New Year’s resolutions to keep. Austin Community College
offers a wide variety of “lifelong learning” courses, and the
local YMCA offers great recreational training for beginners
of all ages. Most local colleges and universities offer dis-
tance and adult education programs. Or if the arts are more
your thing, art museums offer adult studio classes.
Challenge your mind in the coming year, break out of cur-
rent routines and challenge every comfort zone and watch
your horizons expand.

9. Volunteer and help others

A popular, non-selfish New Years resolution, volunteerism
can take many forms. Whether you choose to spend time
helping out at your local library, mentoring a child, or build-
ing a house, there are many nonprofit volunteer organiza-
tions that could really use your help. Or if your time is really
in short supply, consider donating the furniture, clothing and
other household items that you no longer use, rather than
leaving them out by the curb to fill up our landfills.
Volunteering has risen sharply in the last few years. This sug-
gests the possible emergence of a new civic generation and a
resolve to make a bigger and better difference with your life.
Resolve to replace the pursuit of success and materialism
with the pursuit of contribution and generosity. For this to
occur, the critical question must move from, “How can |
become successful?” to, “What can | contribute that will sig-
nificantly impact other people’s lives?” By focusing on what
we can contribute, we automatically become successful.

10. Get Organized

On just about every New Year resolution top ten list, orga-

Luminary Fest Pictures

1-Volunteers from
the library help
with the crafts

2, 3-Carolling on
the hayride :
4-Roasting marsh- §
mallows around
the campfire
5-The Grinch in
Wells Branch
6-Rebekah and
Jeremy entertain
Friday night
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Austin HomePage Real Estate
Buying or Selling in the Wells Branch Area?
We want to be your real estate professionals.

Wells Branch Residents since 1985!

Contact us to find out what your home is worth
in today’s market (no obligation), and what
we can do for you!

David Lotspeich Lori Page
Broker/Owner, GRI Realtor®
251.4778 Buyer Specialist
636.8801 636.5765

houseishome@yahoo.com buyaustin@yahoo.com

www.austinhomepagerealestate.com
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nization can be a very reasonable goal.

Whether you want your home organized enough that
you can invite someone over on a whim, or your office
organized enough that you can find your stapler, these
tips and resources should get you started on the way to a
more organized life. There are many professional organiz-
ers who can help you reduce the clutter in your life and
find peace in your home. Professional Pittsburgh organiz-
er Patty Kreamer, byebyeclutter.com, even offers a six-
month But | Might Need it Someday! e-course. Resolve
this year to plan your days, reduce interruptions, clean off
your desk, say “No”, and make detailed lists.

The benefits of getting more organized include being able
to save time, money and stress, as you no longer look for
the same things over and over; need to replace things
you can’t find and save the last-minute rush to find what
you need to get out the door on time for school, soccer
practice, or important business meetings. You will also
find yourself being much more productive, as all the time
you once spent looking for things can now be used to do
more important or more enjoyable tasks.

Most people define being organized as quickly and easily
able to find what you need. While this is certainly true,
organization is so much more. The ability to stay orga-
nized lets you focus on accomplishing your most impor-
tant goals. That’s the true benefit of being organized.

Are any of these resolutions that you made? Whatever
you resolve, remember to set reasonable, attainable goals
when making resolutions, don’t set yourself up to fail and
the likelihood for your success will be great!

GARDENING IN WELLS
BRANCH Submitted by Dianne Koehler

Winter is a time of reflection, planning,

and preparation for gardeners in our

area. We take time to reflect on what
worked (or didn’t) in our gardens and yards last year so
that we may plan ahead for the months to come.

Many yard and garden tasks need to be done in the cold
months of January through early March like pruning trees
and shrubs and treating lawns. Many trees and shrubs
can be planted during this time and still have time to
become well established.

Lawns should be fed in March. There are special fertiliz-
ers for each kind of grass now that actually kill off some
of the other grasses, so read the labels well. Consider
taking a gentler approach to gardening and the environ-
ment by using compost and other organic materials in
place of chemicals. Wells Branch does have creeks and
run-off continues into the aquifer, the source of our
drinking water. Just a thought!

The Garden Guild will meet on January 15th at noon at
the Wells Branch Library to discuss fruit trees: planting,
care, and appropriate varieties for our area. Tim Pfluger
from Green ‘n Growing will be our guest speaker in addi-
tion to a video from KLRU. Many books on gardening are
available and attendees are encouraged to browse.
Topics for future meetings include:

Sat. Feb. 5 - Topic: Rain Water Collection
Sat. Mar. 5 - Topic: Backyard Gardening with John

Dromgoole (Date may shift-combined WBNA event)

Sat. April 2 - Topic: Shade Gardening (Will try for
Green & Growing owner)

Sat. May 7 - Topic: Tour of Neighborhood Gardens

(Please sign up to have your garden included)

Please see www.wbna.us for a re-cap of last month's
meeting and note that beginning in February, meetings
will move to 11am. For updates, check out:
http://dianne-gardening-in-wells-branch.blogspot.com/

Get
involved—

Volunteer!
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O{:“*\’-S’repping Stone
% SCHOOL

Voted “Best in Child Care” for | | Years!
Infant Care * Preschool ¢ Pre-K ¢ After-School
Care * Summer Camp * NAC Accredited

2001 Wells Branch Pkwy.
512-990-0044
www.steppingstoneschool.com

Next Date Set for Alive @ 25 Class

Lynn's Pet Sitting

Professional Pet Sitter

Experienced, dependable, loving care of your
pets and home while you're away.

Dog walks. Pet transport. Insured.

Lynn Vaughan
www.lynnspetsitting.com

(512) 989.5701
(512) 5878221

Motor vehicle crashes are the leading cause of death for 15 through 24-year-olds.

"Alive at 25" is a video-based 4.5 hour class taught
by law enforcement and first responders. Developed
by the National Safety Council, the program focuses
on good decision-making while the driver or passen-
ger in @ motor vehicle. The goal is to empower
young drivers to adopt safer driving habits in order
to reduce injury and death among Texas’ youth. In
comparison to their peer programs, graduates have
experienced more than a 72% decrease in crash
fatalities. "Alive @ 25" teaches young drivers
important decision-making skills for staying safe
behind the wheel.

The Wells Branch MUD and WBNA held the first
course in Wells Branch in December and are proud
to be hosting this program again on Saturday,
February 26, from 9am-1:30pm at the Community
Center. Lunch will be provided by Chick-fil-A.
Through a grant from State Farm, we're able to
provide it to participants, ages 15-24, for a $10
charge. A drawing for gift cards will be held at the
end of the seminar.

The teens that attended the course in December

had this to say: “James was a wonderful instruc-
tor. I've taken drivers ed and other classes but this
one was by far the best, most informative one.
Thank you guys so much! Oh, and the videos are
good too.” "I think this was a really good class that
will make me think. Next time I'm in the car with
friends I will pay more attention.” “Very interesting,
and involved the kids with everything that was
going on. Videos were relatable and got the point
across while keeping us interested. Very good!”

Spring Break will be here before you know it, with
summer soon to follow. Please take a moment to
stress to your children what their safety means not
only to themselves, but also to everyone around
them and encourage them to attend this seminar.
Check with your insurance agent as some agents
are offering up to a 10% discount for completion
of this course.

Only 25 spots are available. It's only one Saturday
morning and it could change their lives. Register
your teen at www.texasaliveteam.org. For ques-
tions, call 656-0654.

A\ SUPER SUNDAY FLAG
Y FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT
Feb. 6, 1-5pm — KF Park

Wells Branch Community Church is
sponsoring their second annual Super Sunday
Flag Football Tournament coming up on Feb. 6.
Applications can be picked up in the Wells
Branch Rec. Center on Shoreline. Everyone in
the community is invited: ages 12-82.

If you can't play, come cheer!!! Contact Ben
Dion for more information: 512-769-9151 or
benjdion@yahoo.com

COVENANT CORNER — Home Repairs

Winter is an excellent time to take a close look at

your home and evaluate the exterior for necessary
repairs. Foliage has died back and it's easy to see
just what needs to be done.

Keeping up the outside of your house is important
not only because it's a condition of the covenants
in most sections, but because it helps us all main-
tain our property values and keeps Wells Branch
beautiful. Now that the weather has cooled down,
take a moment to assess the work needed and
make a plan. It's worth the investment.
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15001 Wells Port Drive BOOK CLUBS

e\S Bray, o Ph#: 989-3188
Q % http:/iwww.wblibrary.org *NEW* Books and Hooks: 2n Sunday of each month at
@ Mg?g‘“ﬁ& 03'2'89”‘ 2pm in the ‘Quiet’ Reading Room: Bring your project
: : fl- Sat 1uam-opm (knitting, embroidery, whatever) and discuss a
Community Library Sun 1pm-6pm book you've always meant to read, or wanted
to talk about.
2@1 @ R@W@W Wine, Women and Words Book Club:
In the past 12 months, patrons have saved $2,093,898.47 ?rd quday of each month at 7pm in the
by borrowing library materials. Quiet’ Reading Room. Newcomers are always welcome.
The library owns 42,852 items for patron use valued at
$855,184.91
The public computers have been used 25,637 times. LEARN AT THE LIBRARY
Patrons have borrowed 36,891 movies. .
We have delivered 625 programs to 14620 people. Wacky Science: Wednesdays at 5pm for
We were open 350 days for of 3053 hours. age 8+: Hands-on science experiments!
o Phonics Fun: Wednesdays at 4pm for ages 4-7: Learn
Dﬂd y(@U kﬂ@W? the beginning steps of reading and writing through fun
As of December, 2010, more than 700 patrons have phonics activities.
items overdue to the library and 4300 people owe money . _
to the library. That's over $33,750.00 owed- enough to Conversational English: 1t & 3" Saturdays at 4pm:
replace all the public computers. Discussions will be in small groups and will focus on

topics important to you in your daily life.
2011 Storytime Schedule

0-18 months- Baby Bookworms: Fridays at 10am Thursday Night is Free Family Fun Night
1-2 years- Monkey in the Middle: Mondays at 10:45 1stand 31 Thursdays of the month-
18-36 months- Toddler Storytime: Fridays at 10:45 Family Game Night: Enjoy a
3-5 years- Preschool Storytime: Fridays at 11:30 selection of family games to play with
NEW: All ages- Pajama Storytime: Tuesdays at 7pm your friends and family. If you want
NEW: All ages- Family Storytime: Every Saturday at tolearn chess, we'llhave a master ..o sesasras
11am (2 Saturday of the month is Bilingual) teacher.
e 2nd Thursday of the month- Video Game Challenge (ages
A Day in Africa with Elizabeth Kahura ~ § M‘g? 8+) Wii games appropriate for you to enjoy together.
February 12 at 11am: All ages are invited to ™ il 4t Thursday of the month- Family Movie Night: Watch a
this free program to learn about East Africa § 42 GorPG movie with your family and neighbors.
through stories and interactive songs and hd
dances. Adult Computer Classes
(registration required 3 days prior to class)
ARTS AND CRAFTS January 22 at 10:30am- Powerpoint Basics
February 10t at 6pm- Excel Intermediate
Kinder Crafts: Tuesdays at 6pm & Thursdays at February 12t at 10:30am- Powerpoint Intermediate
‘|pm for ages 3-6: Process-oriented art February 26t at 10:30am- What's in Your Computer?
A projects for kids.
Find us on facebook. “Like” us to be linked for up-to-

Arts & Crafts: Wednesdays at 6pm for age 8+ or with an date information!

adult: Fun and creative art projects for all ages.
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271 Community
Calendar
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1
Jan 15, 9-noon: Family trout fishing on Mills Pond™ 1
: Jan 27, 7pm: WBNA Annual meeting & Elections :
1 Jan 29, 6pm: Wells Branch's Got Talent, WBRC* |
| Feb 5, 1lam: Garden Guild, WBCL :
: Feb 6, 1-5pm: Flag football tournament, KF Park :
: Feb 14, 6:30-8:30: Valentine's Dance, WBCC* :
1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

o

1 Feb 26, 9am-1:30pm: Alive at 25, WBCC
| * Contact the MUD for more info, 251-9814

: WBCC-Comm. Center on Klattenhoff - WBRC-Rec Center on Shoreline

1 **Have a free event fo share? If so, send the
: details - date, place and time via email to:
1 wbnanews@sbcglobal.net.

: **Events put on by for-profit entities do not qualify
1 for this space.

VALENTINE’Ss DAY DANCE

The Wells Branch MUD hosts its annual
Valentine’s Day Dance on February 14, from
6:30-8:30pm in the Community Center, 2106
Klattenhoff.

Adults are invited to jump, jive, and wail on
an open dance floor to the sounds of a live,
swing band. The MUD will provide snack foods
and drinks for everyone as well as roses for
the ladies.

Your Wells Branch Neighbor & Specialist!

Visit our website designed just for you:

Search MLS listings, Free Seller & Buyer Reports, Rent vs. Buy
calculator, Helpful Wells Branch links, Instant Home Value,
Wells Branch Events, School Ratings & lots more!

Judy DeWitt, Realtor®, GRI, ABR
(512) 917-5037

Tammy DeWitt Le, Realtor®
Wells Branch Resident

(512) 773-3214

www.familypair.com

INDEPENDENT
COMBULTAMT

Experience Scentsy, a safer option for
candle lovers. You get the glow and the
scent without an open flame or dripping wax.

Call today to sample the more than 80 scents and choose
your favorite Scentsy warmer. Gift Certificates are also
available.

www.scentsy.us/pamwachholz | ph: 512.925.5309

r N NN I NN NN B BEE BEE BN BN DI BEE BEE DD BN BEE BB BB BN BN BEE BEE BB BB BB BN BEE BEE BB BB B B B .. 1
I Support your Neighborhood Association I
I by joining the WBNA and continue to make Wells Branch great! I
I Here is my check (made out to WBNA) for $ 20 annual dues for 2011. .
| January 2011 |l
: l am: renewing my membership a new member :
1 Name(s) E-mail: I
| 1
j Address: Phone: I
: |/we want to help with: Newsletter Delivery Crime Watch :
| 4th of July Easter Eqg Hunt Nat’l Night Out |

! ]
1 MAIL TO: WBNA Membership, 2104 Klattenhoff, Austin, TX. 78728 1
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